
 
www.ijcsjournal.com                                Volume 14, Issue 2, No 04, 2026                                    ISSN: 2348-6600 

REFERENCE ID: IJCS-739                                                                                                                PAGE NO: 001-004 

 

All Rights Reserved ©2026 International Journal of Computer Science (IJCS Journal)    

Published by SK Research Group of Companies (SKRGC) - Scholarly Peer Reviewed Research Journals 

www.skrgcpublication.org                                                                                                                                                      Page 1 

 

DECONSTRUCTING THE POST-COLONIAL GROWTH 

NARRATIVE: SUBALTERN AGENCY, CLASS ANTAGONISM, 

AND MORAL TRANSGRESSION IN ARAVIND ADIGA’S  

THE WHITE TIGER 
 

Ms. N.Hemalatha                 
Assistant Professor, 

Department of English, 
Nallamuthu Gounder Mahalingam College,  

Pollachi, Tamil Nadu, India. 
 

Abstract: 

ravind Adiga’s Booker Prize-
winning novel, The White Tiger 
(2008), presents a scathing 

critique of post-colonial India’s economic 
triumph in the era of neoliberal globalization. 
Framing the narrative as an epistolary 
monologue directed to the Chinese Premier, 
Adiga constructs a counter-discourse to the 
idealized vision of   India Rising. Drawing 
upon post-colonial theory and Marxist social 
critique, this paper investigates how Adiga 
interrogates the subaltern experience, moving 
beyond passive subjugation toward violent 
self-assertion. By analyzing central motifs 
most notably the "Rooster Coop," the 
structural dichotomy of "Darkness" and 
"Light," and pervasive animal imagery this 
study argues that The White Tiger frames 
moral transgression not as mere criminality, 
but as an indispensable mechanism for 
subaltern liberation within a socio-economic 
system built on systemic corruption. 
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Introduction 

 The early twenty-first century 
witnessed a surge in literary representations 
depicting India’s rapid integration into global 
capitalist networks. While mainstream 
political and economic discourses celebrated 
the country's technological advances and 
expanding middle class, literature became a 
crucial site for challenging this optimistic 
narrative. Aravind Adiga’s The White Tiger 
(2008) stands as a landmark text in this critical 
tradition.  
 Written in the form of seven letters over 
seven consecutive nights, the protagonist 
Balram Halwai, alias. The White Tiger  
narrates his transformation from an 
impoverished village boy in Laxmangarh to a 
successful entrepreneur in Bangalore.  
 
 

 A 
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 Unlike traditional bildungsromane that 
chart moral growth and societal integration, 
Balram’s trajectory demands moral 
compromise and violent crime  specifically, 
the murder of his employer, Mr. Ashok. This 
paper explores how Adiga deconstructs the 
post-colonial growth narrative, exposing the 
structural violence that underpins economic 
inequality in modern India. 

  
Structural Inequality: The Darkness and the 

Light  

 Adiga establishes a spatial and 
economic binary that organizes the novel’s 
social landscape:  The Darkness  and the Light. 

 
 The Darkness: Encompasses the vast, 

impoverished rural hinterland along the 
Ganges River, epitomized by Balram’s 
native village, Laxmangarh. Here, feudal 
power structures persist. Landlords named 
after rapacious beasts the Stork, the Wild 
Boar, the Raven, and the Buffalo extract 
land rents, enforce debt bondage, and deny 
basic healthcare and education. 

 The Light: Denotes urban metropolises 

such as Delhi and Bangalore, characterized 
by modern infrastructure, high-rise luxury 
apartments, call centers, and foreign direct 
investment. 

 
 Crucially, the text demonstrates that 

The  Light  does not exist independently of  
The Darkness  rather, urban prosperity 
directly depends on the cheap labour, 
resource extraction, and disenfranchisement of 
rural populations.  

 The wealth displayed in Delhi’s 
shopping malls and corporate hubs is 
sustained by political bribery, tax evasion, and 
an underclass of invisible service workers 
drivers, cooks, and security guards living in 
squalor beneath the city’s concrete bridges. 

 
Psychological  Conditioning  and  The 
Rooster Coop 

 To explain why millions of oppressed 
labourers fail to revolt against their exploiters, 
Adiga introduces the central metaphor of the  
Rooster Coop 
 The   Rooster Coop functions as a socio-
psychological framework that enforces 
subaltern submission. Unlike direct physical 
incarceration, the coop is maintained through 
two primary forces: 

 
1. Systemic Fear & Collective Punishment: 

If a servant steals or escapes, the 
landlords in  The Darkness  retaliate 
against the servant's extended family 
through violence or death. 

2. Co-opted Cultural Morality: Traditional 

values of filial piety, religious devotion, 
and servant loyalty are manipulated to 
make obedience appear virtuous and 
rebellion  appear monstrous. 
 

 Consequently, escaping the coop 
requires an individual to abandon 
conventional morality. The subaltern must be 
willing to risk the destruction of their own 
family to achieve personal autonomy. 
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Subaltern Agency and the Necessity of 
Violence 

 In her seminal essay Can the Subaltern 
Speak?, Gayatri  Spivak  argues that 
marginalized individuals are routinely denied 
institutional channels for self-representation. 
In The White Tiger, Balram realizes that 
legitimate avenues for upward mobility such 
as education or honest employment are 
systematically blocked. When Balram's school 
teacher recognizes his intelligence and calls 
him a  White Tiger (a creature born once in a 
generation), economic hardship nevertheless 
forces him out of school to crush coal in a tea 
shop. 

 Balram’s transformation from a 
subservient driver into an assertive 
entrepreneur highlights a key theme: in a 
corrupt system, violence becomes the primary 
instrument for subaltern agency. Balram's 
murder of Mr. Ashok with a broken whisky 
bottle is not presented as an outburst of blind 
rage, but as a deliberate political act. By taking 
the bribe money intended for government 
officials and using it to establish his own taxi 
firm The Epistolary Mode and Counter-
Discourse: Addressing the Chinese Premier 

 The narrative architecture of The White 
Tiger relies on an epistolary format directed 
toward Premier Wen Jiabao during his 
upcoming diplomatic visit to India. This 
framing mechanism serves a critical 
ideological purpose in deconstructing post-
colonial state rhetoric.  
 By addressing an authoritarian socialist 
leader whose nation represents a rival model 
of Asian economic development, Balram 

bypasses Western orientalist  expectations as 
well as official Indian state propaganda. 
Balram explicitly rejects the state-sanctioned 
myth of democratic egalitarianism, 
characterizing Indian democracy as a farce 
where election outcomes are bought by feudal 
lords and voting rights are routinely hijacked. 

 Furthermore, the epistolary format 
allows Balram to perform a self-conscious 
critique of literary representation itself. Rather 
than framing his narrative around nostalgia or 
spiritual enlightenment tropes frequently 
associated with post-colonial Indian fiction in 
English Balram offers an unfiltered, pragmatic 
accounting of class survival. His direct 
address functions as an act of counter-
discourse, forcing the global reader to 
confront the gritty, unvarnished realities of 
the neoliberal underclass. 

 
 Reconfiguring Morality and 

Entrepreneurship in the Neoliberal Era 

 In the novel's final act, Balram's 
relocation to Bangalore and establishment of 
"White Tiger Drivers" completes his 
transformation from a victim of class 
oppression to an active participant in global 
capitalism. However, Adiga resists presenting 
this trajectory as a conventional triumph of 
ethical entrepreneurship. Instead, Balram's 
business model replicates many of the corrupt 
mechanisms he previously condemned, albeit 
with a crucial shift in perspective toward his 
employees. 
 Balram treats his drivers with relative 
dignity, providing healthcare and fair pay, yet 
his enterprise remains inextricably bound to 
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systemic bribery and extrajudicial influence. 
When one of his drivers hits and kills a 
pedestrian, Balram bribes the police to 
suppress the incident—mirroring the exact 
scenario in Delhi where Mr. Ashok's family 
forced Balram to take the fall for a fatal hit-
and-run committed by Pinky Madam. 

 This structural repetition suggests that 
individual subaltern agency within a 
neoliberal framework does not dismantle the 
corrupt system; rather, it merely reshuffles 
individual positions within it. Balram does not 
destroy the "Rooster Coop" for society at large; 
he merely breaks out of it individually by 
mastering its brutal logic. Consequently, 
Adiga presents subaltern liberation under 
modern capitalism not as a pure ethical 
ascension, but as a compromised, pragmatic 
negotiation with structural evil. 

 
Conclusion 

 Aravind Adiga’s The White Tiger offers 
a profound intervention in post-colonial 
literary studies by dismantling the illusory 
narrative of harmonious national progress in 
twenty-first-century India. Through the vivid 
conceptualization of "The Darkness" versus 
"The Light," the psychological prison of "The 
Rooster Coop," and the calculated 
employment of violence, the novel 
interrogates the limits of subaltern agency 
within an unforgiving class structure. 
 Balram Halwai’s trajectory 
demonstrates that when institutional avenues 
for social mobility are systematically corrupt, 
moral transgression becomes the primary 
vehicle for individual liberation. While 

Balram’s rise to power exposes the moral 
compromises inherent in neoliberal survival, it 
fundamentally challenges readers to question 
the socio-economic conditions that make such 
violence necessary. Ultimately, The White 
Tiger stands as a powerful critique of 
contemporary globalization, warning that a 
society built on extreme inequality and 
structural disenfranchisement inevitably 
cultivates the very forces that will violently 
disrupt it. 
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